scholarly sources in the analysis of the status of women in the Estonian society, which has implications for the status of women in the Estonian newsroom. Specifically, the chapter approaches gender-related issues historically as well as today in connection with Estonia's incorporation in the Soviet Union in the early 1940s and its liberation from the Soviet Union in the early 1990s. Although in the aftermath of World War I, Estonia was recognized as an independent nation, Estonia lost that independence in 1940, during World War II, when it was incorporated into the Soviet Union after Soviet military occupation. As a Soviet republic, Estonia was forced to abandon its own social and political system, which emulated those of other Baltic countries, and to adopt the Soviet regime's autocratic outlook and features. Many changes to follow were detrimental to Estonia's population. These included the massive deportations of Estonians to Siberia and Kazakhstan, militarization and forced industrialization, which led to agglomeration in urban areas and depletion of natural resources.
However, other changes that followed were beneficial, particularly for Estonia's women. These included constitutionally guaranteed equal rights with men, access to education and opportunities for work (Gal and Kligman 2000) . Gender equality under communism was largely a matter of propaganda more than it was one of practice, since it was proclaimed but not monitored, and since women's access to education and work outside of the household produced a double and triple burden for them rather than easing their burden. Nevertheless, some of the positive outcomes of the communist-era gender egalitarianism are still visible in Estonia today. In 2009, women received 70.4 per cent of university degrees awarded (Soolise palgalõhe uuring. 2010); and in 2008, 66.3 per cent of women were actively engaged in the labor market in this country, a high percentage among EU countries (Masso 2010).
As Estonia regained its independence after the dismantling of the Soviet Union, shifts in structures occurred in conjunction with a masculinization of its culture (Pilvre 2011). According to writer Hasso Krull (1995), national emancipation and women's emancipation seemed to clash in Estonia. Although many women were involved as advocates for Estonia's independence, once statehood was (re-)established women were pushed aside (Kivimaa 2009). Women's rights, which became associated with the formal gender equality of the Soviet Union, particularly with the caricature of female tractor drivers, were easy to attack and, therefore, almost silenced (Pilvre 2000). In 2004, Estonia became a member of the European Union, and in 2004 the nation adopted legislation regarding gender equality in compliance with the EU regulations. However, the liberal market economy has brought new pressures toward patriarchal gender relations, like in the other Central and East-European countries (Feischmidt, Magyari-Vincze and Zentai 1997) . Although women are educated and employed in large proportions, they have limited access to the
